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• “The Colossians’ prayers were to be in tune with the times. This meant that they 
were to know the circumstances of life, particularly those which affected the 
spread of the gospel. Informed prayer is likely to be more purposeful, personal, and 
powerful.” 

• “praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep 
alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints.” – Ephesians 6:18

I. Committed Communication with God (v.2-4)
a. Steadfast  (v. 2a)
b. Watchful (v. 2b)
c. Grateful (v. 2c)
d. Jesus-exalting (v. 3-4)

II. Wise Walking Toward Outsiders (v. 5-6) 

• “Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for 
building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.” – 
Ephesians 4:29

• “but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 
yet do it with gentleness and respect.” – 1 Peter 3:15

Five questions to grow in watchful prayer:
1. What’s the spiritual temperature of my relationship with God right now?

2. Where am I most tempted to give into sin?

3. What is the spiritual shape of those around me?

4. What areas does my church most need prayer?

5. What are the spiritual root issues in my community, neighborhood, and country?

Three ways to walk wisely:
1. Strategic living (v. 5b)

2. Gracious speech (v. 6a)

3. Personal responsibility (v. 6b)

https://www.penningtonpark.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/BE-UNIFIED.pdf


• If Chris has risen, then everything matters.SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE FOR SMALL GROUPS

Benediction:

“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best 
use of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish but 
understand what the will of the Lord is.” – Ephesians 5:15-17 

Discussion/Reflection Questions:

1. Which of the four descriptors (steadfast, watchful, grateful, Jesus-exalting) 
are you strong and where are you weak and why?

2. Out of the ways we can walk in wisdom toward outsiders (strategic living, 
gracious speech, personal responsibility), which one is most neglected in your 
life? How can you grow in that area?

Practical Application: 

1. Carve out margin to pray watchfully
2. Personal inventory on existing opportunities with outsiders
3. Evaluate the saltiness of your words

https://www.penningtonpark.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Colossians-3_12_14.pdf
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