
SERMON APPLICATION GUIDE 
1 CORINTHIANS: A BEAUTIFUL MESS 
1 Corinthians 2:6–16 
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DISCUSSION 1: TEMPORAL VS ETERNAL WISDOM 
1. Why is the wisdom of this age destined to pass away? How is the wisdom of God not only 

different in its nature, but in its lasting or eternal value? 
2. What are signs of a healthy amount of learning from or about “the wisdom of this age” vs an 

unhealthy amount of looking to and trusting in “the wisdom of this age?” Where are we 

tempted to put too much stock into the wisdom of this age? 
3. In what sense is the wisdom of God “secret and hidden”? See also Eph. 3:9-13 and Col. 1:25-

29. 
4. How can we as believers do a better job of rooting ourselves in God’s wisdom and Word, 

both as our authority of truth but also to give us perspective on being citizens of heaven 

living on earth, and people prepared for an eternal kingdom living in this present, temporal 

age? 

 

DISCUSSION 2: SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE 

1. Read Acts 2:38; Rom. 5:5; 8:9-11; Gal. 3:2; 4:6; 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19. How do we know all 

Christians receive the Spirit of God when they’re united with Christ at the moment of 

conversion? Why is this important? 

2. Why is this section not teaching that we learn by “private” things the Spirit reveals only to 

us or speaks immediately and directly to us personally? (See Col. 1:24-28; Eph. 3:8-13; 1 

Cor. 1:23-25 for more on the focus in Paul’s mind of what the Spirit reveals that was 

hidden.)  
3. Why should 1 Cor. 2:11-16 cause us to depend on God’s Spirit and God’s Word to know the 

mind of God? How might this encourage Christians that we can know God’s truth as those 

with the Spirit and the Word? 

4. Read John 14:26; 16:13-15; Matthew 28:20. What are ways the Spirit leads us into truth, 

points us to truth, or reminds us of truth? 

5. How should Christians having the “mind of Christ” (2:16) encourage us to have unity 

around the gospel (see 1:10)? 

6. What is one way you can respond by applying this text and the sermon to your life this 

week? 

 

 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 

• “Theological Primer: The Holy Spirit” by Kevin DeYoung at thegospelcoalition.org 

• “Are There Carnal Christians?” by Nathan Binghman and R. C. Sproul at Ligonier.org 

• “Rethinking the ‘Carnal Christian’” by John Piper at desiringgod.org  

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/theological-primer-holy-spirit/
https://www.ligonier.org/blog/are-there-carnal-christians/
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/rethinking-the-carnal-christian
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• “Illumination: The Holy Spirit Gives Spiritual Understanding” by J. I. Packer at 

monergism.com 

 

 

https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer/Illumination.html

