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1 CORINTHIANS: A BEAUTIFUL MESS 
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DISCUSSION 1: BUILDING 
1. Who are people, ministries, or churches that have had a big positive impact on your 

spiritual walk? 
2. Why is a building, and the idea of building construction, a fitting metaphor for the Church? 
3. What are ways Jesus is the foundation (1 Cor. 3:11) that the Church corporately, and us as 

individual Christians, is built upon?  
4. What would it look like for someone to depart from Jesus as the foundation of the Church? 

 

 

DISCUSSION 2: OUR ROLE IN BUILDING UP OTHERS 
1. How might this passage encourage us by helping us consider that we get to play a part, 

through our service and ministry to others, in building up others in the faith? 
2. What are specific ways we can help build others up like Paul is talking about? How do we 

make sure “the structure” we construct is the same as the foundation (Jesus)? In other 

words, how do we help build others up by growing them in Jesus as the foundation they 

grow on? 
3. Read Ephesians 4:11–16  and Colossians 3:12–17. What are some specific ways this group 

can encourage one another and build one another up? 
 

 

DISCUSSION 3: TEMPLE 
1. What was the role of the temple in the Old Testament? Why was it significant? 

2. Read 1 Cor 3:16-17; 6:19; 2 Cor. 6:16; Eph. 2:21. What are some implications about the 

Church when God refers to us as the temple?  

3. Is the Church the temple or are individual Christians the temple? Why? What are 

implications of this? 

4. How can the reality of God’s Spirit dwelling with us help us in our everyday struggles, 

temptations, and needs as believers? Where might you need to remember this truth this 

week? 

5. What are ways we “destroy,” corrupt, or do harm to God’s temple that might be suggested 

in this passage and elsewhere in 1 Corinthians? 

 

 
 


