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MISSION &
 CORE VALUES

MISSION
We seek to equip children and their parents/ caretakers within our congregation to know Jesus 
and make Him known from generation to generation throughout our community and the world.   

CORE VALUES
CHILDREN ARE THE “NOW” GENERATION.      
We believe that God begins a good work in us from infancy, including children in the body of  
believers.  Through discipleship, we seek to model and equip children to appropriately serve 
within the local body.  All children are made in His image, no matter their abilities, and are valu-
able to the church (Matthew 21:15-16, I Timothy 4:12, Mark 10:13-17, Ephesians 6:1-3). 

PARENTS ARE THE PRIMARY DISCIPLERS.
Parents are the primary source, instructing their children in God’s Word and prayer within the 
home, leading them in worship, and discipling them as they multiply themselves to their families 
and their spheres of influence (Deuteronomy 6:6-9, Ephesians 6:4).   

GOD’S WORD FUELS US.
The Bible provides a foundation for our instruction and teaches us for all life and godliness  
(Jeremiah 29:13, II Timothy 3:16-17, Romans 15:4).   

SMALL GROUPS DRIVE US.
We desire to personally know the children that God has placed within our church, with leader 
instruction and application for maturity in Christ and with age-specific and developmentally 
appropriate peer fellowship and prayer time.     

LARGE GROUP WORSHIP AND BIBLE TEACHING UNIFIES US.
We seek to model the church in corporate worship, allowing student leaders opportunities to 
serve younger children, collectively reciting Scripture and Biblical truths, and verse-by-verse 
teaching from God’s Word.       
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PURPOSE OF
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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WHAT WE ARE NOT
A BABYSITTING SERVICE OR CHILDCARE  
Although care for your child(ren) is a priority, our Children’s Ministry exists first and foremost to teach 
your children about God through His Word and prayer.  We are different than a day care or school in 
that we are intentionally seeking to unashamedly share the gospel with them each time we come in 
contact with them.   

AN ENTERTAINMENT SERVICE 
We love to have fun, and we believe that if properly prioritized, games and toys can be utilized for our 
main purpose of knowing Jesus and making Him known.  Our goal is for your child(ren) to know God 
through His Word, grow deeper in love with Him, and live in the fullness of God’s glory for the good of 
themselves and God’s people within their sphere.  

OUR OWN CONGREGATION OR CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
We are a part of the whole church and exist as a ministry of PPC.  Our goal is always to draw children 
and their caretakers into our congregation. We intentionally seek to be an extension of the church and 
welcome children in our congregational services and functions.  

WHAT WE ARE

We believe in the authority of God’s Word, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit’s guidance 
through worship, prayer, and fellowship, for maturity in Christ (Eph. 4:12-16).  We exist, not as a mini  
congregation, but wholly and fully a part of the body, mirroring the church’s overall mission and vision.  
We believe that God has uniquely commissioned the church for complementing and equipping   
parents/caregivers, as they seek to fulfill their responsibilities to pass the faith from generation to   
generation.  As an extension of the church, we abide by the Pennington Park Church ‘What We Believe’ 
document.

BUILT ON BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS

BIBLICALLY COMMANDED
While parents have the primary responsibility for raising their children, the local church has been 
distinctively commanded by God to instruct His people, no matter the age, to be imitators of Him, 
through the example of His Son, being filled through the Holy Spirit (Ps. 78:4, Dt. 6:6-7, Eph. 5:1-2, 18b).  
The church is the primary example of leadership within the home.  We strive to educate children through 
God’s Word with developmentally palatable Biblical instruction and intergenerational participation in 
corporate worship (Acts 2:42-47, Col. 3:16). 



BIBLE STUDY 
METHOD

BIBLE STUDY METHOD

FOR STUDENTS:
• Learn it! To know what God wants for our lives, we must first read and study His Word. 
• Fit it! Once we know what is in God’s Word, we need to understand how it should change us, 

starting on the inside.
• Live it! God’s Word leads us to follow Him and love others on the outside.
• Don’t Forget it! No matter how we learn, fit, and live His Word, God is always Who He says He 

is.  Remember Him each day! 

FOR CHILDREN:
• Learn it! What did we read in God’s Word today?  
• Fit it! How does it change my heart?  
• Live it! How does it change my actions?  
• Don’t Forget it! What does it tell me about God?
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CURRICULUM &
CLASS STRUCTURE
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WEEKLY SUNDAY GATHERINGS
OUR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY (CM) OFFERINGS ARE INTENTIONALLY STRUCTURED TO

• Mirror an all-church philosophy of attending one service and serving the other service.
• Train students to become mature believers, phasing them into the congregational services by  

utilizing all-church language and structure, worship songs, and classroom offerings. 
•  Serve those who serve within the church, while also welcoming newcomers to our church body, 

seeking to provide a complimentary, rather than identical teaching in the two  services.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR (1ST SERVICE) - NURSERY THROUGH 6TH GRADE

• Don’t Forget - Large Group Worship  - We gather together with preschool to 6th grade in worship 
to review our monthly Bible verse, Biblical truths and methods, and praise songs.  During these  
meetings, we seek to provide an opportunity for 3rd to 6th grade students that display godly   
character and leadership abilities to serve as lead worshipers. 

• Learn - Medium-sized/Block Classrooms - We provide age and developmentally appropriate 
teaching for nursery (4 months to 2 years old), preschool (3-5-year olds), kindergarten to 2nd grade, 
and 3rd to 6th grade. Our primary curriculum is Gospel Project by Lifeway which is a    
Christ-centered, chronological Bible curriculum, reviewing main Bible lessons from Genesis to  
Revelation over a 3-year time frame. Our teachers are members of our church body, who love the 
Lord and desire to cultivate that same love for God into the children that they teach.

-  From Sunday Morning to Dinner Table  - All children from Nursery through 6th Grade review the 
same lesson on a Sunday morning to provide a bridge for parents to teach within the home and also 
an opportunity for siblings to lead in family worship.   

• Fit and Live - Small groups provide a space for consistent leadership with the same small group 
leader(s) and peer-to-peer relationships, providing a time for lesson review,  life application and 
prayer.   

SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR (2ND SERVICE) -- NURSERY THROUGH 2ND GRADE

• Don’t Forget and Learn- Medium-sized/Block Classrooms - We are structured to teach the same 
lesson to nursery, preschool, and kindergarten through 2nd grade from Gospel Project that is taught 
during the 1st Service with an added emphasis on missions, specifically focusing on our church  
missionaries, and congregational worship structure and practices.  

• Fit and Live -  Small groups are conducted for consistent leadership from a small group leader(s) 
and peer-to-peer relationships with prayer and lesson application.  



NON-SUNDAY
MORNING EVENTS
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childEQUIP & MID-WEEK GATHERINGS
DEEPEN IT!

• Our mid-week classes for kids are offered simultaneous to adultEQUIP classes.   
• The intent of these evenings is to emulate the adult class offerings when appropriate, and to teach 

Biblical foundations/ doctrines, Bible study methods, and practical application within home in the 
life of the child(ren).   

parentEQUIP NIGHTS & FORUMS
These events cover specific topics that have been identified by the congregation or staff to assist   
parents in their primary role as disciplers. They are held throughout the year. 

BACKYARD BIBLE CLUBS
This Local Outreach opportunity is held in the summer months with the primary goal of equipping our 
children and parents to share their faith to the community, seeking to multiply the gospel outside of our 
church walls and also deepen it in the lives of our children/ students.



WHAT CHILDREN’S 
EXPECTS FROM YOU
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OUR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY PHILOSOPHY BEGINS WITH PARENTS
Our Philosophy of Ministry is dependent upon parents, as the primary disciplers of their children.  Their 
role as ambassadors of Christ to their children is clearly outlined in the Bible and the reason for a specific 
core value within our CM.   

LEAD
We want to clearly explain that you are the leading instructor for your children. As the church, we seek 
to come alongside parents, equipping and supporting them for this monumental role that God has 
given to them. 

CONSISTENCY 
Ministry to a child(ren) can only occur when they are here.  Our ministry is structured to build les-
son upon lesson.   With consistent and regular attendance, we as a team can really get to know the 
child(ren), helping them grow to know Jesus, praying for them specifically, and walking alongside them 
as they share the gospel with their friends and family.  Our hope would be for children to be engaged 
within their groups at least 75% of the year, knowing that families take vacations, visit family, etc.  

INTENTIONALITY 
Our church and CM seek to provide tools for a parent/guardian to take what the child(ren) are learn-
ing on Sunday mornings and discuss it at the dinner table.  We have intentionally sought a curriculum 
and structured a ministry to streamline the role  for parents to help teach children God’s Word.  We  
understand that families are busy, parenting is time-consuming, and complex. We have simplified the 
process by providing the same lesson, monthly song and Bible verse for the whole family, no matter how 
small or large.  For help in implementing our curriculum, use one or more of these resources:    
the CM webpage and resources tabs, classroom sheets, curriculum review cards, and the Spotify CM 
Playlist.  

SERVICE 
The best way to understand our philosophy of ministry is to serve, either within your child’s classroom 
or within the ministry.  There is no better means to maximize the ministry to your child than to become 
involved in it, especially being alongside your child.

ENGAGEMENT 
• Stay informed with our CM webpage and the PPC ENews and website.  
• Grow with parentEQUIP and adultEQUIP classes.
• Connect with church body by engaging in a small group and attending services regularly. 



POLICIES
CHILD SUPERVISION
Children are the responsibilities of their parent or guardians, while on church property, unless they have 
been officially checked in to Children’s Ministry.  Once checked out of Children’s Ministry, parents/ 
guardians are requested to socialize in the lobby and not in the Children’s Ministry hallway.  Children are 
not to be in classrooms unaccompanied by adults and without permission of CM staff. 

WELL CHILD
Any child entering the Children’s Ministry classrooms should be free of the following symptoms for 
24+hours:
• Fever (over 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit)
• Sore throat or dry, persistent cough
• Fast, difficulty breathing
• Muscle pain
• Headache
• Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea
• New loss of taste or smell
• Green or yellow runny nose
• Extreme tiredness / Fatigue
• Discharge in or around the eyes
• Rashes and skin eruptions
• Any other known contagious diseases
CM team will not admit students with the above symptoms or will contact the parents/ guardians if 
these symptoms arise while in our care.  

MEDIA
Volunteers are to refrain from taking video/ photography of children without your permission.  In some 
circumstances, PPC may have a photographer or videographer on site.  Permission will be requested 
from the parent if a child is front-facing and/ or prior to the usage of their family name within the  
 documentation for media purposes.  Videographers/ photographers are requested to generally take 
pictures/ video from behind the children or in large group settings.  The Parent Agreement within this 
handbook requests your permission and will be reviewed by the staff with the photographer/   
videographer, prior to publication unless permission has been previously granted.

PLAYGROUND USAGE
Per PPC and CM staff allowance, open play times may be made available for playground usage. Parental, 
guardian or authorized adult supervision is required for the use of this playground and playground  
equipment. Play at your own risk.  Parents/ guardians are to keep the playground clean, disposing of  
trash and putting away toys.  

CUSTODY AND RESTRAINING ORDERS
 It is the responsibility of the parent/ guardian to inform the CM team regarding any custody or restraining 
order.  CM team members are to inform CM staff as soon as possible.  Copies of custody and restraining 
orders are to be given to the PPC Security Team.  The information will be communicated to the CM staff, 
and team members that are responsible for the care of children involved in these situations.  

PROCEDURES
FOR PARENTS
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WHAT  YOU CAN EXPECT 
FROM CHILDREN’S 

CLASSROOM CARE COLOR CODES
GREEN
Toys and surfaces are cleaned/day, classrooms operate at 100% per ratio and snacks allowed/served.  
Handwashing and/or use of hand sanitizer is used within the classroom.

YELLOW
Masks recommended but not required indoors or outdoors. Classrooms operate at 50%- 75%  
capacity, no snacks will be served, toys are disinfected/day, all surfaces cleaned/day, handwashing and/
or use of hand sanitizer will be conducted, and temperature and symptom checks will be completed by 
a parent/guardian prior to arrival.  

ORANGE
Masks are required for children and students indoors, as well as for volunteers. Classrooms operate at 
50%- 75% capacity, no snacks, toys are swapped/service, and all surfaces cleaned/services.  Nursery 
volunteers will be required to wear masks and gloves optional.  Handwashing and/or use of hand 
sanitizer will be used. Temperature and symptom checks will be completed by a parent/guardian prior 
to arrival.  

RED
Classrooms Closed
        Communication will be made via CM website and/or personal email regarding color.

CLASSROOM STATUS

CHILD ROOM CAPACITIES & RATIOS
Within our classroom spaces, we seek to maintain safe and functional ratios on a consistent basis.   
Capacities are restricted per room.  In order to maintain our high standards of safe and effective  
practice, classrooms will close when ratios and/ or capacities reach their maximum levels.    

• Nursery 1:  1:3/ 26 
• Nursery 2: 1:4/ 27
• Nursery 3:  1:4/ 35
• Preschool:  1:5/ 60
• K-2nd:  1:7/ 59
• 3rd-6th Grade:  1:10/ 186 

ROOM RATIOS
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ACCIDENT, INJURY, OR LOST CHILD
• If injured, volunteers will first seek to assist and console the child/student.   
• If child is injured beyond basic care, the PPC Security Team will be alerted to further contact PPC 

Medical Team. 
• CM staff will be notified as soon as possible and contact you as needed.   
• In the event of a lost child, CM staff is to be notified immediately, so that staff can contact PPC  

Security Team to lock down building and/ or contact Police Department.  
• CM staff will complete an incident report and/ or contact parent as needed.  If an incident report is 

completed, parents may be requested to sign documentation of incident.  

SAFETY 
LOCKDOWN, FIRE, AND SEVERE WEATHER
• During services, conferences, classes, the CM Wing will be locked.  The Ring Doorbell, at the  

opening of the south hallway to the CM classrooms can be utilized.  We ask that you refrain from 
utilizing this feature as much as possible to prevent the disruption of the classroom teaching and 
worship times.   

• In the event of fire or severe weather, your child(ren) will be taken to a safe location identified within 
each classroom or hallway.  Locations are posted inside the children’s classrooms.   

• Child(ren) will remain in our care until an all-clear has been issued by the PPC Security Team and/ 
or hired police officer.  In the event of an incident, your patience and understanding are   
requested.  Children will not be checked-out in the middle of an incident.   

• In the event of a fire, children/ students will be checked out on the east side of the building near the 
dumpster and fenced playground area.  

CLASSROOM
SAFETY
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All CM team volunteers (18+ years old) have a completed background check, which includes a review 
of the National Sex Offender registry and have completed a child safety training.  All volunteers are 
required to complete an initial, annual, and ongoing trainings as needed to serve within CM.   In order 
to serve without a parent or guardian, CM volunteers must be 12+ years old and display character that is 
consistent with the PPC CM and church standards.   

CHILD AND VOLUNTEER PROTECTION
TWO-DEEP POLICY

At least 2 unrelated adults will provide care/ supervision from the time a child is checked-in to a 
classroom until they are checked out, including the hallway.  To maintain this policy, patience is  
requested by you.  Classrooms will not be opened for check-in until 2 adults are present.  

The classroom/children’s wing restrooms will be utilized when possible.  If an adult is required to 
assist a child, another adult must have line of sight to the adult and the child.   

 The intent of this policy is to ensure the safety of a child and also the protection of our CM team.  
This provides accountability for all adults and students involved in our CM and also witness to any 
potentially reported incidents.  Our blocked classroom structure, hallway restrooms, and lack of 
classroom closets were intentionally constructed for the safety of your child(ren).    



CLASSROOM
MANAGEMENT
CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT
CHECK-IN / CHECK-OUT

CLASSROOM CLEANLINESS

DIAPERING AND RESTROOM

RESTROOM
Preschool to 2nd Grade children will utilize the children’s bathrooms within the classroom/ CM wing, 
when possible.  Adults are asked not to utilize these restrooms.  3rd-6th Graders will be allowed to go 
to the restroom across from the MPR with an adult standing in the hallway for their safety.  It is the 
 responsibility of the parent to notify the CM Team, if their child is potty training.  With our classroom 
structure, please make every effort to bring your child in a training diaper until your child is truly potty 
trained.  Volunteers will maintain the Two-deep Policy when providing care.  

• Children, students, and  volunteers are required to check-in via our church management software.  
In the event of a computer malfunction, hand-written stickers will be utilized.  A child’s birthdate,  
a parent or guardians name and contact number are required before children will be checked into 
Children’s Ministry.  The contact number is utilized in the event of an emergency or need to   
communicate to the parent or guardian.    

• A parent or guardian receives a code-to-code check-out sticker that is unique to their family.

• Upon check-out, volunteers will match the code-to-code prior to dismissal.   

• If a sticker is lost, CM staff must be notified and will request identification to dismiss child. 

• Stickers can be given to other adults or students 12+ to check-out child.  Children below the age of 12 
will not be allowed to check out other children.  

• 6th Grade students do not require check-out by a parent or guardian and will be allowed to leave the 
classroom after class is completed.   

• Toys that can be washed will be washed according to our Health and Safety Color Code of Care Policy.   

• Countertops, chairs, tables, and large toys will be wiped down or sprayed per the same Health and 
Safety policy.  

• In conjunction to our belief that children are an extension of our church body, they will be instructed 
to assist with classroom cleanliness, including picking up the toys, pushing chairs under tables, and 
cleaning tabletops with a non-toxic spray.  

• Please limit diaper bags and other items, if possible.  Items that are left will be placed in Lost and 
Found and disposed or donated every 2-4 weeks.

DIAPERING
Diapers are provided by the church. We will seek to check a child’s need for a diaper change at least 
once every 1.5 hours.  Unless otherwise requested, no ointments will be applied.  Only women 18+ 
should change diapers.   
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CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT
DISTRAUGHT CHILDREN
• Our caregivers are instructed to seek to console your child, walking them around the classroom 

or in the hallway while maintaining the Two-deep Policy, checking their chart for any suggested 
comments.

• If the child has not calmed down after a few minutes, we will contact you via the listed numbers, 
utilizing texting first.  Please note that the first 15 minutes of class time can be difficult for all  
children when they see other children being dropped off.  Once classrooms and hallway are closed, 
our team can get a better understanding of the children that cannot be consoled without   
contacting the parents.  We make every effort to keep the child within our CM, so that you can 
worship or serve.   

GUIDING BEHAVIOR AND DISCIPLINE STEPS
• One of our goals of our CM is to teach and train children to become mature disciples of Christ, 

including helping them when they are choosing to obey and disobey.  The intent of guiding their 
behavior is to proactively instruct and encourage them to love, trust, care, and understand and for 
our CM team to follow the same principles.

• We believe that all children are made in God’s image; and because God is creative beyond our 
imagination, He has made each child unique with different abilities and gifts.

• CM team members are taught to first get to know each child, so that they can help proactively 
foster good behavior and understand each child’s unique personality by utilizing words of encour-
agement and also modeling proper responses.  

• As needed, CM team members are instructed to encourage positive behavior, redirect, and/ or 
limit choices.  Time out may be utilized to calm a child down or as a consequence for an action.

• If these discipline methods have been tried without success, the CM team has been instructed to 
contact CM staff to contact you as parents.  

• If your child is struggling with acclimating to the classroom, we suggest that you continue to try 
and have patience as they become more comfortable in the environment.  We welcome you to 
assist your child with transitioning into the classroom and to make that transition as quickly as   
possible, while following the CM classroom guidelines and structure. 

• CM team members are instructed not to utilize corporal punishment (e.g. spanking or hitting).  For 
the safety of your child, the other children or adults in the room, restraint may be used.  

• If your child is displaying behavior that puts other children or CM team members at risk, you will be 
asked to keep the child outside of the classroom until their behavior subsides.  

• If a toddler is harming another child (e.g. hair pulling, biting, or pushing), the CM team is instructed 
to firmly say “no” to help them in love.  

GUIDING
BEHAVIOR
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