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Church,

2020 was a year filled with challenging circumstanc-
es. We experienced a global pandemic in the midst of
political tension and racial unrest throughout our
country. In addition, most of us personally encoun-
tered other challenges whether you battled through
difficult illnesses, or loss of employment, financial hard-
ship, intense loneliness, and difficult conversations with
friends and family members. But God has been faithful.
His faithfulness is not determined by having easy circum-
stances but it is determined but Him keeping His prom-
ises. The great hope in the Christian life is not that God
gives us a life without hardship but that God promises to
be faithful and near to us in the midst of every hardship.
We put ourtrust notin ourchanging circumstances butin
our unchanging and faithful God who is the same yester-
day, today, and forevermore. 2020 was not an easy year.
But 2020 did teach us to put our hope in our faithful God.
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THE GLOBAL
CHURCH

REACHING THE NATIONS

Eventhough 2020 was a hard year forev-
eryone, we were encouraged to see God
move in many ways. When the pandemic
began, foreigners left the countryinlarge
numbers, making us two of very few for-
eigners still living in our city. Our friends
and neighbors noticed this and began
asking us why we stayed, which opened
doors to deep spiritual conversations ex-
plaining that we try to exemplify God’s
love for us with everything we do, which
forusincluded continuing to investin our
community even in the uncertainty of a
pandemic.

We also graduated from our lan-
guage learning team after reaching
strong levels of Arabic and joined a new
team in a new city. Our focus is church
planting among Syrian communities
through meeting physical and spiritu-
al needs, so our weeks are filled with
house visits and various aid initiatives,
helping out with basic needs, edu-
cation, and access to healthcare. We
are abletoboth workasateamon already
established initiatives and find new proj-
ects that are our own, working to expand
our team’s current outreach into our new
neighborhood. Even though changing
cities during a pandemic has not been
the easiest path, we've already begun to
build meaningful relationships with our
neighbors, most of whom are Syrian ref-
ugees.

God has provided so much for us and our
friends, and we have been blessed seeing
Him answer prayers over this past year!

- The Shearers




CELEBRATING GOD’S
FAITHFULNESS

With deep thankfulness to our Lord and
Savior, it is my joy to submit this update
on behalf of the Final 58 mission to unen-
gaged, unreached peoples in Southeast
Asia. Just three years ago over 150 peo-
ple groups in Laos had no church, most
with no believers. Worse yet, they had no
missionary, church, or evangelist working
among them. These people groups were
small tribes scattered here and there in
deeply remote regions beyond rushing
rivers, on high mountain peaks, and in
hidden valleys. Through your prayers and
generosity, over one hundred national
missionaries have been specially trained
and sent into these tribes. Pennington
Park, you have invested heavily in this
training process. Fifty-two new mission-
aries were trained in 2020 alone! Thank
you! The last couple rounds of trainings
have been particularly exciting, as many
of the new missionaries are from the
tribes we first engaged.

In the field, the missionaries have been
faithful through persecutions and hard-
ships. Not everyone has come through,
but over 80 tribes have now begun to be
engaged, including 35 new groups since
January of 2020. The work is still young,
but there are simple house churches
among 13 tribes and another 30 tribes
with a believing nucleus. Would you
join us in believing that the Lord would
raise up a church in every tribe we work
among? Also, there are another 38 tribes
who are still completely without a gos-
pel witness. We believe the Lord would
see every tribe and tongue worshiping
the Lord. Please join with special prayer
for every remaining tribe in Laos to be
engaged within the next 18 months. The
Lord candoit!

- The Coles




THE LOCAL
CHURCH

THE GOSPEL LIVED OUT
Fall Fest

This past October, my wife,
my daughter, and | came to
the Trunk or Treat at Pen-
nington Park Church. My wife
and daugter were attending
another church at that time and |
was “lost” so | was not attending
church but lwantedto.lwasgoing
forawhile but then stopped when
things frustrated me. We came
to the Trunk or Treat since we live
in Saxony and wanted to take my
daughter somewhere festive be-
causeof Covidgoingonandthings
were not really happening in the
community. When we arrived we
were incredibly impressed and
there were so many people there.

It was so festive and exciting. Ev-
eryone was so enthusiastic and
friendly. For a brief moment it
made me forget that we were
going through a Pandemic. Time
went on and | wanted to attend
church again and | knew exactly
where | wanted to go- Penning-
ton Park Church. After discuss-
ing it with my wife, she agreed to
come with me and | wanted the
Sunday School to be enjoyable
for my daughter since she was
used to Sunday School at the
other church. So far we are very
happy and impressed. We at-
tended the Discovery event and
are now trying to become mem-
bers at Pennington Park Church.

- Brad Ades,
Attendee at Pennington Park




HELPING THOSE IN NEED

| have a friend that says if you look
around you can always find some-
one whois hungry. She has taught
me this for years. When | heard
aboutthefoodboxgiveout, [knew
we could find people who were
hungry. Some of the boxes went
to a family here in Fishers who are
raising their grandkids. The kids’
mom is in and out of jail and is not
stable enough to raise her kids.
The grandparents would have
never asked for the food but were
extremely grateful. They are doing
the hard work day to day of rais-
ing and received the blessing of
the boxes because it helped take
off financial strain during those
difficult months of quarantine.

Some of the other boxes went
to families and children who at-
tend school 99 in Indianapolis.

The other boxes went to the Law-
rence township area, where the
boxes were delivered to an entire
street of people. One of the box-
es went to a bus driver who was
laid off because of the shutdown.
The boxes provided her an oppor-
tunity to feed her neighborhood
kids who would stop by to visit.

The food boxes provided help for
people when jobs were low and
stress was high. It was a tangible
way to show the love of Christ
in and outside our community.

- Written by a Pennington Park
Member
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MAKING

LIFE-LONG DISCIPLES

THE BENEFIT OF VIRTUAL
BIBLE STUDIES
Women'’s Bible Study

The Women's Bible studies on
Zoom have been an amazing way
to connect with ladies across our
congregation. Gathering virtual-
ly has allowed college-aged stu-
dents, young moms, and retired
ladies to meet together and learn
more about the character of God
during this time when attending
an in-person study might not be
an option. Being on Zoom also
allowed ladies to continue to log
on even while they were traveling.

As we have studied God’s attri-
butes, we have had some good
discussions about what idols we
see ourselves prone to turntoand
we see Godrevealingwayswe can
surrender these to Jesus in our
walk with Him, but also in our re-
lationships with other people that
God has putin our lives right now.

| have loved the openness and
honesty these ladies have shown
as the year goes on. They are not
afraid to share how they strug-
gle with an attribute of God as
we wrestle together to remem-
ber that we cannot be like God in
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The studies we covered brought
us back to the power of the Gos-
peland how it connects to all con-
texts and areas of our lives. As a
leader | appreciated sitting back

at times and hearing the wisdom,
i T e st experiences, and ideas that each
ey lady brought from what God had

R i taught her through the Word

these ways. We truly are trying to
dig in to how these attributes of
God affect our marriages, our par-
enting, foster care, missions, rela-
tionships with extended family,
neighbors, and friends. We have
gotten to dig in the Word togeth-
er but we have also gotten to pray
very specifically for each other.
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during her journey to this point. |
have been so thankful for this op-
portunity to meet a diverse group
of ladies from our church and
grow together through opening
His Word.

- Rachel Milligan,
Women'’s Bible Study Leader

THE BEAUTY OF
INTENTIONAL DISCIPLESHIP

Women'’s Discipleship Group

Women's discipleship this year
has been amazing! | have loved
getting to go deeper with the
ladies in my group...I truly think |
have the BEST group of ladies!
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We have been so challenged and
blessed as we have been learning
about Gods attributes together
this year! We have loved walking
through this year together, spur-
ring one another on, loving, and
praying for each other.

- Paula Gates,
Women's Discipleship Leader




GOD IS STILLON
THE THRONE

This past year has been drain-
ing (emotionally, physically,
and mentally), but we have
seen God'’s hand in it all. His
Word has been our calm in
the midst of the storm. (Isa-
iah 26:3) In our small group,
we have ached with those
who have experienced ill-
ness, emotional stress, family
struggles, and hard decisions.

The counsel of those wiser has
been a huge encouragement
and pointed us toward an eter-
nal perspective. The Lord has
shown Himself faithful in an-
swered prayer and grace to
face each situation.

COVID and the state of our
country has worn on us emo-
tionally and mentally, BUT the
Lord has shown us over and
over again that He is on the
throne and our focus needs
to be on Him always and
throughout each situation, big
and small.

We are very grateful for our
church leadership and the
consistent, intentional verse-
by-verse teaching each Sun-
day. Sunday church services
has been our “lifeline” - we
look forward to gathering each
week. We don’t take it for
granted and are thankful for
the freedom to worship and
learn together.

- Paul and Evelyn Grissom
Members at Pennington Park

GOD AT WORK

Seeing the Goodness of God

in Every Situation

BUILDING
COMMUNITY

Over the past year, God hasre-
ally shown me the importance
of good community. In a time
of isolation and hurt, it has
been hard to find community
and build relationships.

Although a lot of human con-
tact has been shut off, it has
made me value the time | do
get with people all the more.
Interactions at youth group
and the times we have beenin
school seem to be more spe-
cial and bonding.

Going off to college in the next
few months, | am glad for my
special appreciation of com-
munity because | believe that
this will help me grow close
with those linteract with all the
more.

- Caleb Gates
Member at Pennington Park
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THE GOODNESS
OF GOD

This has been quite a year, but
the Lord has been very gra-
cious to us. We have no family
in the area, so church is a big
part of our local family. We
have been very blessed to be a
part of Pennington Park.

Our Small Group (with George
and Maryann Parilla leading)
has been a major caring con-
nection point for us. The group
just started as the lockdown
hit. We have bonded with our
group and have been an en-
couragement to each other.
We are also grateful for the fol-
low up and concern expressed
from our Deacon (Paul Gris-
som) and Elder (Todd Mitchell)
who have reached out to us to
see how we were doing and if
we had any special prayer re-
quests or needs.

We have enjoyed attend-
ing the services online every
week, but we were so happy
to be able to attend our FIRST
SERVICE in the new build-
ing in person this last Sunday
3-14-21. The music and mes-
sages have blessed our souls.
Thanks to Chris and Tim and
the entire staff for their minis-
try that touches our hearts ev-
ery week.

- Tom and Sarah Clark
Members at Pennington Park






GOD AT WORK

TRUSTING GOD IN

UNKNOWN CIRCUMSTANCES

God’s Faithfulness in 2020

2020, was no doubt a stress-
ful year for everyone. Some
more than others, but nev-
er have | been so thankful to
know and love a Faithful God.

My husband and | had just
opened our new CrossFit gym
location in January of 2020. We
had moved from Fishers to No-
blesville for a brand-new gym
facility with more space and
hopes to grow our business. We
were supposed to move into our
new gym on January 1st. The
new year is our busiest month,
so we were counting on being
open on New Years. The day we
were moving our landlord told
us that our space wasn’t ready.
They hadn’t finished construc-
tion on time and it was going
to be 3 weeks before we could
open. We were discouraged,
but it was out of our control so
we just trusted God would pro-
vide while we waited to reopen.

Of course, we did re-open, and
we had a great month and a half.
Then everything got shut down
because of the COVID pandem-
ic. On March 17th we had to shut
down our gym. We had no idea
what we were going todo and we
were totally unprepared. We lost
a few gym memberships at first,
which we figured would hap-
pen, but we thought we would
be back open in a few weeks.

Then 4 weeks went by. We still
were not open, so we prayed
and asked God to direct us
and give us wisdom on how
to handle our clients mem-
berships, their money, and
the services we provided. We
made it work and most of our
members stuck around for
a little while. Then the can-
cellations started rolling in.

Because we were in a new
building under a new lease,
we had 3 months of no rent,
per our contract with our land-
lord. What a blessing our land-
lord gave us grace one more
month and we weren’t going
to owe any rent until June 1st.
That was the first blessing. But
by May 1st, we had lost 60% of
our memberships, and almost
all of our revenue. We had to
get on a call with our coach-
es and let them know that we
weren’t sure if we were go-
ing to make it another month.

Revenue was coming to a
screeching halt and there
wasn’t a whole lot more we
could do for our members
who wanted to work out in our
gym. We had enough to pay
our rent on June 1st, but that
was it. We didn’t take a salary
for 3 months and we couldn’t
file for unemployment, be-
cause we are self-employed.
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Then God just started provid-
ing in ways we couldn’t imagine.
We were blessed by Penning-
ton Park Church with financial
help, multiple times, and then
our small group gave to help us.

Everyone surrounded us with
prayer, love, and support. My
parents helped us, Bryan’s par-
ents helped us, and then God
let the flood gates open. We
finally were able to reopen
May 22nd. | wasn’t sure what
was going to happen when
we reopened, but God did.

We have been growing ever
since May 22nd, we have tripled
our revenue and our member-
ships and we've been able to
hire full time employees. | can
say now, that even though this
past year was one of the most
difficult, it was when | saw God'’s
faithfulness the most.

- Bryan and Missy McDowell
Attendees at Pennington Park






SERMON SERIES IN REVIEW

]Ced WHAT WE BELIEVE

o8N

DISPLAYING THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL OF OUR CHURCH
IN AND THROUGH UNITY

HLGHEIGHTING THEACORE \VAIUES

&0 0 6@

COLOSSIYINS

KEEPING THE MAIN ONE
THE MAIN THING

ABEAUTIFUL MESS
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2020 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

2019 - 2020 GIVING

2020 -2021
ACTUAL

$1.34M

Annualized Actual for 2020-2021

$1,340,000 (Budget = $1,092,000) $654,000

TOTAL GIVING STAFFING

$112,000 $57,000
MINISTRY

$276,000

OPERATIONS $241,000
MARGIN
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A YEAR...

ENGAGEMENT
FIRST-TIME NEW 79%
VISITORS MEMBERS .ﬁi’;ﬁ'ﬁff'éi’éﬁ

66%

MEMBERS SERVING OR
IN A BIBLE STUDY

50%

REGULAR ATTENDERS
SERVING ORINA
BIBLE STUDY

BACKYARD BIBLE CLUBS

40

BIBLES DISTRIBUTED

BACKYARD BIBLE CLUBSIN

2

DIFFERENT
NEIGHBORHOODS

15

UNCHURCHED
CHILDREN
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IN NUMBERS

MEN'’S WOMEN'’S WOMEN'S
MINISTRY MINISTRY MINISTRY
BIBLE STUDIES BIBLE STUDIES DISCIPLESHIP

3

GROUPS
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2020 OUTREACH

2020
CHRISTMAS OFFERING
TOTAL

SUPPORTING

MISSIONARY FAMILIES

$100,348

STRATEGIC GLOBAL
PARTNERSHIPS IN

GLOBAL
COUNTRIES O U T EAC
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