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I. The Great Image: vs. 1 
 

“The great golden statue they were asked to worship was not named. It could have been one of 
Marduk, Bel, or Nebo. Whatever its name, it represented Babylon and her king. To worship it 
meant total and absolute commitment to the imperial government and to the system it 
represented.” 

 
II. The Dedication: vs. 2-3 

 
III. The Ultimatum: vs. 4-6 

 
IV. The Worship: vs. 7 

 

 
 
“The evil in our desire typically does not lie in what we want, but that we want it too much.” – John Calvin 
 

 
 
 
 



Application 
 
Five Insights Concerning Idolatry 
 

1. Idolatry is misplaced worship 
 

• "When we cease to worship God, we do not worship nothing; we worship anything."  
- G. K. Chesterton 
 

2. Idolatry can be overt or subtle and involve objects that are evil or good 
 

• “Sin isn't only doing bad things; it is more fundamentally making good things into 
ultimate things. Sin is building your life and meaning on anything, even a very good thing, 
more than on God. Whatever we build our life on will drive us and enslave us. Sin is 
primarily idolatry." – Tim Keller 
 

3. Idolatry utilizes a mesmerizing rhythm  
 

4. Idols have roots that produces fruits 
 
 
Idolatry Chart 

 
 
 

5. Because we worship our way into idolatry, we must worship our way out of idolatry 
 

• “The best way to overcome the world is not with morality or self-discipline. Christians 
overcome the world by seeing the beauty and excellence of Christ. They overcome the 
world by seeing something more attractive than the world: Christ.” – Thomas Chalmers 
 
 

“No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be 
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you 
may be able to endure it. Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.” - 1 Corinthians 10:13-14 
 
“Those who cling to worthless idols turn away from God’s love for them.” - Jonah 2:8 



 
“Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.” – 1 John 5:21 
 
“Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil 
desires and greed, which is idolatry.” - Colossians 3:5 
 
 
Benediction:  
 
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood 
of his cross.” – Colossians 1:15-20 


