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FIVE ASPECTS OF COURAGEOUS OBEDIENCE 

 

1. Flows from knowing who you are and Whose you are: vs. 8-12 
 

2. Demands bold faithfulness to God no matter the consequences: vs. 13-17 
 

• “We can imagine the enormous pressure on Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego to 

compromise. Everything in front of them - the king, the furnace, the music, their 

compatriots, their competitors - all of it conspired to convince them to compromise. Yet 

God was more real to them than any of those things. Do not judge the situation by the 

king's threat and by the heat of the burning fiery furnace, but by the everlasting God 

and the eternal life which awaits you. Let not flute, harp, and pipe fascinate you, but 

hearken to the music of the glorified. Men frown at you, but you can see God smiling on 

you, and so you are not moved." – Charles Spurgeon 

 
• Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 

uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had 

been with Jesus.” – Acts 4:13 

 

• Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share 

Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is 

revealed…Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a 

faithful Creator while doing good.”  - 1 Peter 4:12-13,19 

 
3. Requires deep trust in God with the unknown future: vs. 18-23 

  
• “The world is crying out for men and women, boys and girls, who have conviction of 

heart, and who not change their convictions on the basis of their circumstances. These 

three men knew what God wanted them to do, and they weren’t afraid of the 

consequences.” – David Jeremiah 

 

• “Never be afraid to entrust the unknown future to a known God.” – Corrie ten Boom 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

4. Leads to a deeper experience of God’s presence and power: vs. 24-27 
 
 

Literary Details 
Reference in 

Daniel 3  
Implication 

Appearance of the divine man with 
the Judeans in the furnace 

3:25 
Demonstration of God's abiding presence with His 
people even when they are in deadly peril 

Unharmed bodies, hair, garments 3:27 
Demonstration of God's power to effect unexpected 
deliverance from death 

List of officials repeated 3:27 
Demonstration of God's power to save His people 
from the authorities who conformed to 
Nebuchadnezzar's order 

List of international participants 
ordered not to speak against the one 
true God 

3:29 
Demonstration of the universality of God's lordship 
and power 

Continued use of the pagan names of 
the Judeans (13x) 

3:26, 28-30 
Demonstration that God's saving power cannot be 
undone by human actions against His believers 

 
 

5. Displays God as the ultimate Deliverer: vs. 28-29 
 

 
BENEDICTION  
 
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though the 

earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and 

foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.” – Psalm 46:1-3 

  

 
 

 

 


