
 

 

SERMON APPLICATION GUIDE 
THE DESTRUCTIVE TRAP OF PRIDE (PART 2) 
DANIEL 4:28-37 
FEBRUARY 27, 2022 
 

DISCUSSION 1: THE DREAM (REVIEW OF DANIEL 4:1–27) 

 

1. How did Daniel display both compassion and courage in his response to the king? What might 

that reveal about Daniel’s concern for the king as well as his trust in God? 

2. What does Daniel say are God’s reasons for the dream (see 4:25-27)? How is God kind to warn 

the king rather than immediately judge him? 

3. What were some of the dangers and fruit of pride we discussed last week? 

4. What was God’s intent for the king in humbling Him? 

 

 

DISCUSSION 2: DANIEL 

 

1. How does Daniel’s response (see especially 4:19) demonstrate his compassion for 

Nebuchadnezzar? 

2. It would be easy for an exile to only what those in power judged and themselves vindicated and 

exalted, but Daniel displays a concern for the king, even though the king is his oppressor. What 

might we learn here about being a loving, compassionate, and righteous exile? 

3. Who are people in your life or what are situations where you might need to show more 

compassion? What makes being compassionate, selfless, and concerned for others—friends or 

foes—difficult?  

4. How does Daniel’s response also display courage and trust in God? 

5. What are situations where you might need to display more courage and trust in God in 

boldness? What makes being courageous in these situations difficult? 

6. How are both Daniel’s compassion and Daniel’s courage rooted in the knowledge of who God 

is?  

 

 

DISCUSSION 3: RESTORATON 
 

1. How is Nebuchadnezzar’s response in 4:30 the exact opposite response of what God clearly is 

looking for in 4:25? Putting yourself in Nebuchadnezzar’s shoes, why do you think he 

responded this way? 
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2. Read 4:1-3 and 31-37 again. What are some of the things the king says about God after this 

experience? 

3. How does the king’s view of himself and his view of God change through the season of 

humility? 

4. How does God restore the king? How do we see God’s grace, kindness, and care toward the 

king both the in warnings of the dream (4:25-27) but also in God’s restoration of him (4:28-37)? 

5. Are there examples from your life where you know you were disciplined or humbled because of 

your pride or because of sin, and yet you can see God’s kind, gracious, and loving hand to 

restore you? 

 

 

 

RESOURCES ON DANIEL 

 

• Daniel commentary by Iain Duguid 

• The Bible Project’s overview of Daniel, found at bibleproject.com or on Youtube. See also their 

video on “Exile.” 

• ESV.org’s “Introduction to Daniel.” 

• “Introduction to Daniel” at thegospelcoalition.org. 

• “6 Insights You Didn’t Notice in the Book of Daniel” at crosswalk.com 

• ESV Scripture Journal: Daniel 

 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1596380683?ie=UTF8&tag=ligoniminist-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1596380683
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/daniel/
https://youtu.be/9cSC9uobtPM
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/exile/
https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/introduction-to-daniel/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/daniel/#overview
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/bible-study/insights-you-didnt-notice-in-the-book-of-daniel.html
https://www.amazon.com/ESV-Scripture-Journal-Bibles-Crossway/dp/1433546639

