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“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about 
us…For this reason the gravest question before the Church is always God Himself, and the most 
important fact about any man is not what he at a given time may say or do, but what he in his 
deep heart conceives God to be like.” – AW Tozer 
 

I. The Ark Captured: vs. 1-2 
II. Dagon Overthrown: vs. 3-5 

III. The Active Heavy Hand of the Lord: vs. 6-12 
IV. Application: Four Implications  

a. Do not confuse acknowledging God’s power as the same as surrendering 
to it 

b. A healthy fear of the Lord is a prerequisite to truly knowing the Lord 
c. The powerful hand of the Lord is still active today 
d. God will not be defeated  

 
Questions: 

1. Do you agree with the AW Tozer (see above), why or why not? In what specific 
ways does our view of God (how we understand Him) directly impact how we 
relate with Him? 
 

2. Dagon’s loss of hands (5:4) is ironic in light of the rest of the chapter. How are 
Dagon’s severed hands contrasted with another’s “hand” (“the hand of the Lord” 
4x in vs. 6-11 (vs. 6, 7, 9, 11)? What is God’s hand doing in these verses and why is it 
significant? 

 
3. God can accomplish many goals even at the same time and even while using the 

same events. List 4-5 of the things God is accomplishing in chapters 4-5.  
 

4. The Philistines demonstrate an acknowledgement of God’s power but do not 
surrender to it. What is the difference between acknowledging God’s power and 
surrendering/relying upon it? What area of your life do you struggle the most with 
just acknowledging God’s power but not relying upon it?  
 

5. There has been an absence of a healthy fear of the Lord in chapters 4-5 (even 
chapters 1-5 with Eli and his sons). Assign each person in the group one of the 
following passages about the importance of fearing the Lord and after 5-10 
minutes be prepared to share why cultivating a fear of the Lord is so important: 

Ø Proverbs 2:5; 1:7; 9:10 
Ø Psalm 111:10 



Ø Proverbs 10:27 
Ø Proverbs 8:13 
Ø Proverbs 19:23 
Ø Psalm 25:14 
Ø Psalm 34:9 
Ø Proverbs 14:26 
Ø Ecclesiastes 12:13 
Ø Luke 1:50 

 
6. What does it look like to practically cultivate a healthy fear of the Lord? 

 
7. How have you experienced “the hand of the Lord” in your life during this 

particular season?  


